TOBACCO USE IN THE MOVIES

Fact Sheet

“Film is better than any commercial that has been run on
television or in any magazine, because the audience is totally

unaware of any sponsor involvement.”
Hollywood Public Relations Firm to RJ Reynolds Tobacco Company, 1972’
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Did You Know?
There was more smoking in movies in 2002 than at any
other time since the 1950s, despite smoking levels being
half of what they were in that decade.?
Historically, the tobacco industry paid movie studios to
have tobacco appear in major Hollywood films such as
Superman |l and License to Kill.?
Between 1991-2008, tobacco was used in 65% of youth
rated films (mostly PG-13) and in over 80% of R rated
films. In 2010, 31% of youth rated movies still contained
smoking, but it varied widely among producing studios.*

The Impact on Youth

Researchers estimate that tobacco use in films influences
up to half of all new teen smokers to start. This gives
the tobacco industry 180,000 new customers each year,
60,000 of whom will eventually die from smoking related
diseases.’
Youth who have a favorite movie star that has smoked in
three or more of their recent films are 16 times more
likely to think positively about smoking.®
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Here are some movies from the past year that had smoking in them.

Which have you seen??

Burlesque

Cowboys and Aliens
The A-Team

The Tourist

Rango
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